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NORTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  report  on  the  health  of  the  district 
for  the  year  1946. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94,132 

Population  (estimated)  1946  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,226 

1939  .  7,882 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,038 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £21,071 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £85 


The  estimated  population  shows  an  increase  of  239  on  last  year, 
the  first  increase  since  1939.  The  illegitimate  births  comprise  22.4 
per  cent  of  the  total  births.  This  percentage  is  abnormally  high,  for 
any  district  at  any  time.  It  is  hoped  that  it  is  a  transient  phenomenon, 
and  not  indicative  of  changing  social  standards. 


The  district  consists  of  144  square  miles  of  farm  land,  ranging 
from  the  northern  end  of  the  Yorkshire  Wolds  to  the  Vale  of  York. 


Shaped  like  a  boomerang,  it  forms  the  north-western  boundary 
of  the  East  Riding  of  York,  defined  by  the  Rivers  Hertford  and 
Derwent,  which  divide  the  East  from  the  North  Riding.  Twenty-five 
miles  long,  and  about  eight  miles  in  width,  its  function  is  entirely 
agricultural,  and  there  are  no  residential  districts,  no  large  aggregates 
of  population,  and  no  major  industries,  other  than  those  ancillary  to 
farming.  Constant  springs,  rising  from  numerous  places  in  the  Wolds, 
provide  a  copious  source  of  water  of  a  high  standard  of  purity,  which 
is  piped  to  the  forty-eight  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  area,  and  to  a 
majority  of  the  scattered  farms. 

The  York-Scarborough  railway  and  trunk  road  run  along  the 
northern  fringe  of  the  district,  but  the  area  is  not  otherwise  well 
served  with  transport  facilities. 


Vital  Statistics. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births — Total 

...  80 

54 

134 

Legitimate 

63 

37 

100 

Illegitimate 

.  13 

17 

30 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

population 

•  •  • 

18.5 

Birth  Rate,  1945 

•••  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

19.8 

England  and  Wales, 

1946 

•  •  • 

19.1 

Illegitimate  Rate  ... 

M.  ”  F. 

. . . 

22.4% 

Still  Births 

1  4 

All 

legitimate. 
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M. 

F. 

Total 

/hs  ...  ...  ...  ... 

40 

43 

83 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

11.4 

Death  Rate,  1945  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

11.4 

England  and  Wales,  1946 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

11.5 

Natural  increase  per  thousand  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7.1 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths,  and  no  deaths  from  suicide, 
though  three  deaths,  two  male  and  one  female,  were  due  to  violence, 
including  one  road  accident  and  one  death  from  burns. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  ...  3  All  male. 

2  legitimate  and  1  illegitimate. 


Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  22.4 

Rate  in  1945  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

England  and  Wales,  1946  ...  ...  ...  43 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Deaths  from  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  None 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2  years 

of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

W.  THISTLE THWAITE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Part-time). 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor: 

W.  V.  HARGREAVE,  M.S.I.A. 

Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Certificates: 

1.  Sanitary  Inspector. 

2.  Meat  and  other  foods. 

3.  Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  buildings  and  public  works. 

Nursing. 

General. 

A  part  of  the  district  is  served  by  (the  two  District  Nursing 
Associations  at  Ganton  and  at  Westow,  supported  by  fees,  private 
subscriptions  and  County  Council  grants  towards  Midwifery  expenses. 

Midwifery. 

The  whole  district  is  covered  by  the  two  nursing  associations 
previously  mentioned  and  by  the  County  Midwives  residing  at  Norton, 
Driffield  and  Speeton. 

Social  Welfare. 

Old  age,  widows’  and  orphans’,  (contributory  and  supplementary 
pensions  are  rapidly  superseding  the  older  system  of  outdoor  relief, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  isolated  cases. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  existing  arrangements  have  proved  adequate.  E.P.H. 
Laboratories  at  Beverley  and  Northallerton  are  available  for  all  forms 
of  pathological  and  bacteriological  examination,  and  for  the  supply  of 
vaccines  and  immunisation  material. 
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Milk  samples,  and  samples  of  water,  taken  both  at  source  and  at 
the  standpipes,  are  examined  at  regular  intervals,  and  have  been  found 
to  be  wholesome. 

Ambulances. 

The  needs  of  the  district  have  been  well  served  by  ambulances 
from  surrounding  areas,  at  York,  Scarborough,  Malton,  Filey  and 
Cloughton,  with  whom  arrangements  are  in  force.  There  is  no 
ambulance  situated  in  the  district.  Infectious  cases  are  transported 
by  the  special  ambulance  sent  by  the  County  Council. 

Home  Nursing. 

General  and  Home  Midwifery  nursing  is  provided  in  the  villages 
in  the  Sherburn  district,  and  in  those  in  the  Langton  and  Westow 
district,  by  the  Ganton  and  Westow  District  Nursing  Associations, 

It  is  a  service  for  which  there  is  a  great  need  over  the  whole  area, 
and  for  which  provision  is  being  made  by  the  new  National  Health 
Service  Bill. 

Treatment  Centres.  — 

The  Ganton  Nursing  Association  hold  an  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
every  four  weeks  at  Sherburn.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the 
County  Welfare  Officer  and  the  District  Nurse  attend,  and  an  average 
number  of  thirty-five  mothers  and  infants  are  seen  each  month. 

The  standard  of  mothercraft  is  high,  and  there  has  been  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  health  and  physique  of  the  infants  since  the 
inauguration  of  the  clinic. 

Hospitals. 

There  is  no  general  hosoital  in  the  area.  Patients  are  sent  to  the 
Scarborough  Hospital,  the  Malton  Cottage  Hospital,  the  York  County 
and  the  York  City  Hospitals. 

Abnormal  midwifery  cases  go  to  the  Avenue  Maternity  Hospital 
at  Bridlington,  and  other  cases  to  the  County  Maternity  Hostel  at 

Westow  Croft,  Westow,  situated  in  the  area.  Infectious  cases  are 

treated  at  the  County  Isolation  Hospital. 

Clinics. 

Tuberculosis — Every  four  weeks  at  Norton. 

Orthopaedic — Every  four  weeks,  during  school  terms,  at 

Scarborough,  Malton  and  Driffield. 

Venereal — Four  sessions  each  week  at  York  and  Scarborough. 

Housing. 

Number  of  houses  built  in  1946: — 

By  private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  ...  6 

These  figures  fail  to  represent  the  work  done  by  the  Council. 
During  the  year  the  first  building  programme  projected  by  the  Council 
foreshadowed  the  building  by  the  Local  Authority  of  180  houses, 
consisting  of :  114  traditional  type  houses, 

50  Airey  type,  and 
16  Swedish  timber  houses. 
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Of  these,  sixteen  timber  houses,  sixteen  traditional,  and  four  Airey 
were  commenced  during  the  year. 

A  vast  amount  of  work  was  done  in  the  acquisition,  clearing  and 
preparation  of  sites,  and  in  the  preparation  and  approval  of  plans,  and 
in  the  laying  of  roads  and  sewers. 

Extra  work  was  necessary  by  reason  of  the  wide  area  of  the 
district,  and  the  considerable  distances  between  villages.  To  meet 
the  needs  of  the  agricultural  population,  the  policy  of  the  Council  has 
been  to  build  groups  of  houses  in  each  village,  instead  of  concentrating 
on  large  housing  estates  in  one  or  two  centres. 

This  policy,  whilst  tending  to  multiply  the  need  for  the  provision 
of  essential  services,  does  bring  the  occupiers  within  easy  reach  of 
their  work. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  need  for  a  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the  whole  district  is 
made  more  pressing  by  the  increasing  use  which  is  being  made  of  the 
piped  water  supply  to  the  whole  district.  The  district  has  been 
surveyed  and  plans  prepared  for  sewerage  schemes  throughout  the 
area. 


Water  Supply. 

The  four  regional  schemes  supplying  the  district  have  functioned 
well  throughout  the  year,  and  the  quality  and  quantity  of  water  have 
been  consistently  good. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  JANUARY,  1947. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Norton  Rural  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As  you  are  aware  I  took  up  my  duties  on  the  20th  of  May,  1946, 
and  have  pleasure  in  reporting  on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  your 
District  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  them. 

Unfortunately,  I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  records  in  the  office, 
and  am,  therefore,  endeavouring  to  organise  a  system  of  office 
administration,  including  the  keeping  of  the  necessary  registers  and 
records.  The  appointment  of  a  clerk  and  typist  is  much  appreciated, 
and  gives  me  more  opportunities  for  making  outside  inspections. 

Much  time  will  have  to  be  spent  on  searching  for  dairy  farms, 
factories,  etc.,  and  in  preparing  the  registers  of  same.  Statistics  on 
houses,  overcrowding  and  sanitary  circumstances  will  be  obtained  in 
the  carrying  out  of  the  Rural  Housing  Survey,  for  which  assistance 
will  be  required. 

With  regard  to  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  cesspool  emptying, 
and  open  sewer  cleansing,  I  hope  to  bring  before  you  at  an  early  date 
a  full  report  and  suggestions  for  the  re-organisation  of  these  important 
services. 
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Of  the  cowsheds  inspected  to  date,  I  find  they  range  from  the 
most  modern  to  the  most  unsatisfactory,  and  it  is  obvious  that  much 
work  is  ahead  of  us  in  obtaining  satisfactory  (conditions  generally  for 
the  production  of  milk. 

New  houses  are  desperately  required,  not  only  to  house  those 
people  who  have  no  home  of  their  own,  but  to  house  those  who  have 
lived  for  over  ten  years  in  condemned  houses  and  under  most  deplorable 
conditions. 

I  desire  to  record  my  thanks  to  you  for  the  interest  you  have 
shown  in  my  work,  and  the  manner  in  which  you  have  appreciated  my 
difficulties.  Also  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  Officials  and  Staff  of  other 
departments  for  their  ready  help  and  co-operation,  and  I  should 
especially  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Morgan,  of  the  Malton  Rural 
Council,  for  his  valuable  assistance. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

\ 

Your  •obedient  Servant, 

W.  V.  HARGREAVE, 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District. 

Notices  served: — 


Informal  Notices  served 

87 

Informal  Notices  complied  with 

16 

Statutory  Notices  served 

2 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with 

Nil 

Letters  sent  out 

86 

Complaints  received 

29 

Complaints  confirmed  ... 

26 

Interviews 

85 

Synopsis  of  Inspections  made:— 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  ... 

...  759 

Total  number  of  inspections  re-made 

...  184 

Dwelling  Houses: — 

Water  supply  ... 

4 

Miscellaneous  ... 

79 

Consolidated  regulations 

2 

Infectious  disease 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences : — . . . 

Ashpits  and  privies 

1 

Water  closets  ... 

...  8 

Chemical  closets 

1 

Refuse  Disposal: — ... 

Tips  •••  •••  •••  •  •  •  *#• 

12 

Drains  and  Sewers:— 

Inspections 

...  63 

Cesspools 

1 

7 


Factories  :— 

With  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Food  Storage,  Preparation,  etc.: — 

Butchers'  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Miscellaneous : — 

Movable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Building  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  147 

Petroleum  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Summary  of  Improvements  carried  out  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936:— 

Privies  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Watercourses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  1 


Summary  of  Improvements  carried  out  under  the  Housing  Acts :- — 

Fireplaces  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wash  coppers  renewed  ...  ...  ...,  1 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  and  the  Infestation  Order,  1943. 

There  appear  to  be  very  few  cases  of  rat  infestation,  only  two 
major  infestations  occurred  during  the  year,  and  these  were  success¬ 
fully  dealt  with  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  Staffs  at  our  request.  The 
total  kill  was  estimated  at  525  rats. 

Occasionally  the  presence  of  rats  is  observed  or  complained  of  on 
agricultural  holdings,  these  are  reported  to  the  Pests  Officer  of  the  War 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  this  Act. 

Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  recognised  or  licensed  sites  for  campers  in  the 
District.  Three  licences  have  Been  granted  to  local  people  to  use 
movable  dwellings,  on  account  of  their  inability  to  obtain  housing 
accommodation.  These  licences  expire  annually. 


Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  two  Knackers'  Yards  within  the  District,  and  in  which 
the  business  of  fat  melting  is  carried  on. 

Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  no  Slaughter-houses  in  use  within  the  District.  A  large 
number  of  pigs  are  slaughtered  annually  for  private  use,  but  no 
notification  of  this  is  made  to  the  Department  and  therefore  no  details 
can  be  given. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Twenty  persons  in  the  District  are  licensed  under  this  Act  to 
slaughter  animals. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  cases  of  bug  infestation  have  been  discovered. 

Schools. 

Many  of  the  schools  lack  decent  sanitary  accommodation,  privies 
still  being  used.  In  the  absence  of  sewers  or  facilities  for  the  water 
carriage  system,  I  am  of  opinion  that  chemical  (closets,  properly 
maintained,  would  be  an  improvement. 

In  one  case  the  drains  and  septic  tank  were  found  to  be  giving 
rise  to  a  nuisance,  but  this  was  quickly  and  satisfactorily  abated  by 
informal  action. 

Factories. 

I  am  aware  of  the  presence  of  several  small  factories,  but  have 
been  unable  to  give  any  attention  to  same.  I  hope  to  inspect  and 
compile  a  register  and  statutory  records  in  the  next  year. 

Housing. 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
•A.  c  t  s  ^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6  ^ 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  76 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (including  under  sub 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  2 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub  head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  39 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made.  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Housing  Act,  1936— -Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  No  information 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  y ear  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  N il 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  Nil 

a 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 

have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Med ’cal  Officer  of  Health  or 
Sanitary  Inspector  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report. 

The  overcrowding  position  is  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
Rural  Housing  Survey. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply — Registration  of  Persons  and  Premises. 

These  details  are  far  from  complete,  the  records  which  I  found  on 
taking  up  my  appointment  were  out  of  date  and  most  inaccurate.  As 
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much  time  as  possible  is  being  devoted  to  this  important  work,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  the  following  information  had  been  obtained : — 


Milk  Producers  registered  . .  w  ...  ...  126 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies  ...  80 

Number  of  registered  retail  purveyors, 

resident  within  the  District  ...  ...  24 

Number  of  registered  retail  purveyors, 

resident  outside  the  District  ...  ...  1 

Average  number  of  cows  ascertained  . . .  1,283 
Number  of  inspections  of  Dairies  and 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  206 


Designated  Milks. 

The  following  licences  have  been  granted  by  the  County  Council 
for  the  production  of  Designated  Milks: — 

Accredited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

.  During  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  call  the  owners’  and  occupiers’ 
attention  to  the  following  defects  or  contraventions  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order,  1926: — 


Failure  to  register  with  the  Local  Authority  56 
Dirty  condition  of  cattle  ...  ...  ...  17 

Dirty  condition  of  milking  stools  ...  ...  28 

Defective  floors  and  drainage  ...  ...  13 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dirty  walls  and  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Lack  of  lighting  and  ventilation  ...  ...  36 

Unclean  access  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


I  have  found  a  few  very  excellent  premises,  a  few  very  modem, 
and  some  producers  keenly  interested  in  this  branch  of  farming,  but 
generally  speaking  the  majority  of  premises  are  poor  and  some 
definitely  dilapidated.  Many  farmers  regard  milk  production  as  a 
minor  sideline  and  do  not  give  this  important  branch  of  food  production 
the  time  and  care  that  is  necessary  to  produce  a  milk  of  clean  and  good 
keeping  quality.  Knowledge  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  and  the 
reasons  for  care  on  the  handling  of  milk,  is  almost  comp  etely  absent, 
and  much  time,  patience  and  discretion  will  have  to  be  exercised  in 
bringing  about  a  much  needed  improvement. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

No  slaughtering  is  icarried  out,  excepting  pigs  for  home  use,  and 
no  carcases  have  been  inspected.  Six  inspections  of  Shops  and 
Butchers’  Vans  were  carried  out,  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  condemn 
any  foodstuffs  during  the  year. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Registration  of  Premises  under  Section  14. 

Ice  Cream  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Meat  Preparation  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fish  Friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,..  2 
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Water  Samples. 

Eleven  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  Bacteriological 
Examination,  and  one  for  Chemical  Analysis. 

In  one  case  the  bacteriologist’s  report  was  to  the  effect  that  water 
obtained  from  a  shallow  well  was  highly  polluted  with  B.  Coli,  and 
water  from  a  private  piped  supply  was  slightly  contaminated. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  of  unburnable  refuse  has  been  carried  on  in  the 
manner  which  has  apparently  obtained  for  some  years,  that  is  a 
quarterly  collection.  Disposal  is  by  means  of  tipping,  several  sites, 
mostly  disused  quarries  being  used  for  this  purpose,  and  if  labour  were 
available  these  could  be  controlled  and  maintained  in  an  excellent 
manner. 

The  cleansing  of  open  watercourses  which  are  more  or  less  sewers, 
involves  much  work  and  shortage  of  regular  labour  increases  the 
difficulty.  The  need  for  the  proper  sewering  of  the  villages  and  the 
provision  of  disposal  plant  is  most  urgent,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it 
will  be  possible  to  proceed  with  schemes  already  prepared  in  the  near 
future. 

The  emptying  and  maintaining  of  cesspools  on  Council  House 
Estates  is  very  unsatisfactory  and  expensive. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 


DISEASE. 

Admitted 

Disease. 

Total  cases. 

to  hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

Nil 

Measles  ... 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  cough 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Eighty-six  children  were  immunised  during  the  year  against 
diphtheria. 


TUBERCULOSIS — NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 

Male.  Female.  Male.  Female. 

2  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 

New  cases  2.  Deaths  Nil. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Officers  and  Staff  of 
the  Public  Health  Department,  and  of  the  Council,  for  their  invaluable 
help  and  co-operation,  and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Committees  for  their  support. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


W.  THISTLETHWAITE. 
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